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First Contact Source Analysis
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Analysing Artworks from the time of First Contact
After thousands of years of Aboriginal inhabitance, on the 18th January 1788 English Captain Arthur Phillip entered Botany Bay. A total of nine ships sailed into Botany Bay over three days. Aboriginal people watched the arrival. On the 25th of January Phillip sailed to Port Jackson and between the 25th January and the 6th February 1000 officials, marines, dependents and convicts came ashore. Resistance and conflict between Europeans and Aborigines began almost immediately with the first conflict occurring on the 29th of May near Rushcutters Bay, Sydney.

Historians often use works of art as primary sources to understand the past. They look at the artwork very carefully searching for clues about life at the time and place they were created.

Note: To be considered as a Primary Source the artist needed to actually be present at the time of the event.

Please ensure you read this task sheet carefully and then closely examine the exemplar supplied for this task and mark this against the relevant rubric before starting. 

[image: image5.jpg]


Choose an Art Piece (primary source), then copy and paste it on to the centre of a blank page. Make sure that you reference it properly.

Look closely at every aspect of the artwork, asking yourself “What is going on here and how do I know?”

Make notes around the picture explain what is going on and draw lines to show where each of your observations is happening.

Complete the following sentences about your picture.

1) What is the main message, theme, event or idea of this picture?

This picture shows us…

2) Does this tell us something about clothing, living conditions, transport, the environment, health, society or something else?

This picture is useful for studying things like…

3) It is just as important to define the limits of a source of information, what does this not tell us about First Contact?

This picture would not be useful for studying…

4) Do you think this is a reliable source of information? Is it historically accurate?

We believe this is / is not an accurate representation of the First Contact because…

5) Summarise your findings into one sentence, making a general comment about First Contact.

When completed put your Artwork analysis, where directed, stick on the 9AIL wall.
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